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DETAILED ACTION 

The Response to Restriction/Election Requirement filed November11, 2007 has 
been received. According to the Response, Species S1, corresponds to claims 1-3 have 
been elected. 

It has been noticed by the Examiner that a typo occurred in the last Office 
Action, wherein claims 13-17 and 35 have been indicated as generic claims. These 
claims, however, do not exist in the application. Accordingly, in the Restriction 
Requirement addressed in the last Office action there are no generic claims exist in the 
application. 

Currently, claims 1-8 are pending in the application, wherein claims 4-8 have 
been withdrawn by the Examiner due to non-elected invention. Claims 1-3 are hereby 
examined on the merit. Acknowledgment has been made. 

Claim Objections 

Claim 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: 
In claim 1 , line 3, the term "a game apparatuses" should be changed to "a game 
apparatus". Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Freeman 
etal. (6,356,288). 

Referring to claim 1 , Freeman et al. teaches a communication game system for 
executing a communication game, the system comprising: a game apparatus that is 
adapted to establish communication with at least one other game apparatus (Fig. 1); the 
game apparatus including a display unit; an operation unit; and a processing unit that is 
adapted to execute processes for displaying on the display unit a self-controlled 
character that is controlled by an operation of the operation unit (Fig. 2); and receiving 
information pertaining to another character that is controlled by an operation of the other 
game apparatus, displaying the other character on the display unit based on the 
received information (Figs. 3, 4), and changing a display state of the other character 
when a communication state with the other game apparatus deteriorates (3:5-45). 

Referring to claim 2, Freeman et al. teaches the processing unit controls the 
display state of the other character to be in at least one of a non-display state and an 
obscure state when the communication state with the other game apparatus 
deteriorates (3:17-45). 

Referring to claim 3, Freeman et al. teaches one game apparatus of the 
communication game system corresponds to a main apparatus (e.g., server 108) and a 
remaining one or more game apparatuses of the communication game system 
correspond to terminal apparatuses (e.g., agent machines, Fig.1); the main apparatus 
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being adapted to make an inquiry to the one or more terminal apparatuses about 
character information pertaining to a character that is controlled by the inquired terminal 
apparatus, set the character information as set information of the character controlled 
by the inquired terminal apparatus if the character information is received from the 
inquired terminal apparatus (5:1-6:16), set communication error information as the set 
information of the character controlled by the inquired terminal apparatus if the 
character information is not received from the inquired terminal apparatus, and send the 
set information of the one or more terminal apparatuses to the one or more terminal 
apparatuses (1 :47-2:42; 4:24-67); and the terminal apparatus being adapted to send 
character information pertaining to a self-controlled character of said terminal apparatus 
to the main apparatus, receive the set information sent from the main apparatus, and, 
based on the received set information, change a display state of a character for which 
the communication error information is set as the set information (1:47-2:42; 2:58-3:45). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Binh-An D. Nguyen whose telephone number is 571- 
272-4440. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert Pezzuto can be reached on 571-272-6996. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Robert E Pezzuto/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3714 
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Supervisory Patent Examiner 
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